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that is, throughout the whole duration of the Nawaratri cere-
monies.
Meanwhile, by order of the Rajah, a responsible member
of his family and a State official go to the Durbar Hall to
consecrate and enthrone in his stead a devotee.    The devotee
chosen for this distinction used to be taken from a special
class apparently connected with the Halba caste.    Nowadays
a man from some Halba family is taken for the ceremony and
performs it yearly till he dies.    Formerly, to compensate him
for the hardships he had to submit to during the rites, a
village was granted to him rent free, but he is now remunerated
in ornaments and cash.    Once he is consecrated he must
remain on the same spot for the nine days of the Nawaratri
festival;   when hunger overpowers him he is given a small
quantity of milk and plantains, but otherwise he is not regu-
larly fed during the nine days.    Originally, when he was
released from his confinement on the ninth day, he was
allowed to plunder the bazaar, and the State reimbursed the
merchants for the loss of their goods.    But at the present
time this old custom is forbidden, and the mock Rajah is
reduced to going about the bazaar and the villages soliciting
alms.    The ceremony of the consecration and enthronement
of the devotee is as follows.    In the middle of the Durbar
Hall a pit is dug six feet long from east to west, three feet
broad, and about a foot deep.    In this pit, on the western
side, a raised platform of ashes is made, and on the middle
of the platform the devotee,  now the mock Rajah,  sits
covered with a new blanket or cloth.    In front of him, on the
eastern side of the pit, are set holy water and a sword, and
wheat is sown on an altar.    The devotee is placed in a sitting
posture, and a wooden plank is put across his thighs and
pegged to the ground.    Another plank is placed behind him,
so that his head and back rest on it.    Thus he is fastened
down to the throne.    He receives sufficient clothing to keep
him warm during his irksome confinement.    But neither
when he is first confined, nor when he is released on the
ninth day, nor in the interval may he and the real Rajah see
each other, and he is carefully screened from the Rajah's
sight.    After the devotee has been enthroned in this strange
fashion, various ceremonies are performed in the temple, and